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Soc1010glst Douglas Massey speaks about —
‘dlsmal fatlure’ of U.S. immigration policy

By Katma Antoniades
Bryn Mawr College

"A pretty dlsmal fallure is how

Douglas S. Massey sums up current -
U.S. policy towards Mexican migra-

tion into this country.

Massey, a renowned sociologist
who researches immigration, spoke
at Bryn Mawr College on March 1
in a talk sponsored by the college’s
Center for Ethnicities, Communities

and Social Policy and its Center for *

International Studies. He is best
known for his book, American

Apartheid: Segregation and the .

Making of the Underclass.

"Immigration Policy in an Era of
Globalization" was the title of
Massey’s lecture, in which he
debunked several stereotypes about
migration and the U.S./Mexico border,
- Massey, chair of the University
of-Pennsylvania’s sociology depart-
ment, spoke of the misconceptions
of the current "massive" migration
of individuals to developed coun-
tries. "People think, ‘They’re really
poor and we’re really rich,”" said
Massey, "but immigration doesn’t

come from the poorest countries."
. Instead he said, immigrants
come from nations in the midst of
economic growth and transforma-
tion — like Mexico — that creates
unstable markets and displaces peo-

‘ “Every

ple from their jobs. .
- He pointed out that the poorest

region of the world is-sub-Saharan
Africa but that its people constitute -

the smallest percentage of interna-
tional migrants.

Massey discussed the opportuni-
ties available to immigrants.

"Every soci-
ety, no matter
how it’s orga-

'society, no

4 nized, has jobs
!n’atter hDW -at the bottom,"
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has jobs at of  course,
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these mbs'» - tasks have been
Douglas S. Massey,  performed by
sociologist three typical
' groups: rural-to-

urban migrants,

women and teenagers. But today,

Massey said, these sources of labor
have been eliminated.

Immigrants are willing to do the

jobs," he said. Even working in alow-

status job, the money they earn gains v

them status in their home countries.
Mexicans are the largest immi-
grant group in the United States.
The money that they earn here is
often sent home to families in home-
towns — in large quantities. "Mexi-

cans annually remit $4 billion back

to Mexico," said Massey. ;
Most of these migrants will often

eventually follow:their wages and

. return to their homes. "Mexicans

aren’t moving here because they’re
really poor and we’re really rich and
they want to stay here forever," he
said.

Today, global migration is occur-
ring at a rapid rate. But according to
Massey, "most advanced industrial-
ized societies follow a policy of
denial — of smoke and mirrors.
They’ve structured their policies so
as to receive 1mm1grants without
appearing to receive 1mm1grants %

Massey included the U.S. in his

. criticism, citing the hypocrisy of
‘NAFTA and charging the U.S. with

"repressive border enforcement." He
called for a "fundamental rethinking
of our.immigration policy." .

He suggested a "12-step plan,"
presented "with only a little bit of sar-
casm." These steps included the cre-
ation of a new two-year temporary
U.S. work visa, a reduction of U.S.
border enforcement personnel and
resources, and an increase in the num-
ber of permanent residency visas
available to Mexicans and Canadians.

"We try to pretend like labor
migration isn’t going to happen,”
said Massey. "It’s time to end the
charade."




